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Long View Gallery Presents Identify, Mike Weber’s First Solo Exhibition with the Gallery
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Washington, DC—Long View Gallery is thrilled to announce Identify, Mike Weber’s latest series of
work and first solo exhibition with the gallery. This show will feature over thirty photo-based mixed
media works by the D.C. artist. A selection of the original photographs and preliminary sketches will
also be on display. The opening reception will take place on Thursday, April 22 from 6:30 pm to 9:30
pm, and the exhibition will run through May 20.

In Identify, Mike Weber explores concepts of commemoration and heritage, including his own lineage,
as he symbolically reinvents the life stories of his unknown or forgotten subjects. He spends months
reviewing his vast compilation of source photographs (some of which date as far back as the early 19"
century), seeking out unusual facial expressions and trinkets that make him feel profoundly removed
from the captured time period. Weber then selectively edits and reframes these vintage snapshots,
which derive from both his family’s collection and estate sales, into newly composed digital prints on
canvas. This process of converting an analog photograph into a digital copy unearths previously
overlooked details that shed light on the biography of the sitter and his/her relationship with the
faceless photographer. He augments these details with layers of paint, unorthodox collage materials,
and high-gloss resin, intensifying the mood of the original photograph. The inclusion of scant,
stenciled text invites the viewer to speculate the historical importance of the depicted sitter.
Ultimately, his artistic praxis ascribes a new narrative to his source materials and re-presents them as
glossy, modern images.
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Yountville Pioneer—a memorial of George Calvert Yount, the first permanent settler of Napa Valley
and an ancestor of the artist— designates the central work of Identify. This piece portrays Yount’s
home, which he built in a region of the valley that initially belonged to the Wappo American Indians.
Yount’s sizable properties (including Rancho Caymus and Rancho La Jota) eventually became the
town named after him. The work’s vertical and multicolored strip of paint chips, which was inspired
by the unique architecture of the Oslo International School in Norway, adds a contemporary twist to
Yount’s antiquated cabin. This patterned strip further reiterates the concept of genealogy: the
offspring of each hue is named and codified according to how they relate to one another. Yountville
Pioneer thus serves as witness to the historic origins of the artist’s German-American heritage.

Over the years, Weber has been experimenting with different ways to synthesize photography and
painting. Identify, according to the artist, indicates “a new level of maturity in my artistic practice;
these works demonstrate a higher degree of craftsmanship.”

About the Artist

Mike Weber was born in February of 1975 in St. Louis, Missouri. He studied visual communications
and computer animation/multimedia at both Southwest Missouri State University and The Art Institute
of Dallas. For more than a decade, Weber designed and art directed broadcast graphics and animation
for numerous television networks, including Showtime, HBO, Comedy Central, A&E, History
Channel, Nickelodeon, ABC, CBS, NBC, FOX, WB, and The Golf Channel. He has been profiled in
publications, such as Home and Design Magazine and Spaces Magazine. In 2001, Weber resigned
from his position at Hothaus Creative, an internationally recognized design and production company,
in order to embark on a new career as an artist. He has since exhibited at diverse venues in Missouri,
Texas, and Washington, DC. Moreover, his artwork has been featured in New York Times Style
Magazine, POPLife, Modern Luxury, and Bravo TV.

About the Gallery

Founded in 2006, Long View Gallery is located in the Shaw neighborhood of Washington, D.C. The
gallery aims to promote the District’s burgeoning art community by hosting a variety of special events
and monthly exhibitions of works by local and regional artists. Its knowledgeable staff offers design
consultations to both individual and corporate clients. Additionally, the gallery provides in-house
master framing services. In spring 2010, Long View Gallery will unveil an outdoor sculpture garden
that faces historic Blagden Alley. Business hours are Wednesdays to Saturdays, 11am-6pm; Sundays,
12pm-5pm; and by appointment.
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